COMMANDMENTS OF MESSIAH
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ASK, SEEK, AND KNOCK

Luke 11:9  And I (Yahoshua) say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.

10  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.
11  If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent?

12  Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion?

13  If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much  

more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?

PURPOSE OF ASKING
When Yahvah brought Israel out of the land of Egypt, He made a covenant with them and promised to take care of them if they would abide in His covenant. Since they did not abide in His covenant, He told them that He would make a NEW COVENANT with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, NOT ACCORDING TO THE (OLD) COVENANT when He brought them out of Egypt! The First Covenant was ratified with the shedding of the blood of the animal lamb. The New Covenant is also ratified (put in force) by the shedding of the blood of the Lamb of Yahvah, when He was crucified! There has been a change of the Covenant from the first to the second! That is why it is so important to hear and heed the words of the Covenant Maker! Yahoshua’s words take precedence and will be required of us at the judgment day!

Hebrews 8:8  For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith YHVH, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 

9    Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt; because they continued not in My covenant, and I regarded them not, saith YHVH.

10  For this is the (NEW) covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith YHVH; I will put My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a Elohim (God), and they shall be to Me a people:

11  And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know YHVH: for all shall know Me, from the least to the greatest.

12  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more. (Taken from Jeremiah 31:31-34).

Mark 9:7  And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is My beloved Son: hear Him.

When Israel was in Egypt and in slavery they wondered if their request for freedom from slavery was even heard. Many died over the years, and yet the prayers were not yet answered. Finally, after nearly four hundred and thirty years, Yahvah spoke to Moses to lead His people out of Egypt. When He finally brought them out of bondage, why did He bring them into a wilderness with no water or food?

Yahvah wanted their need for food and water to draw them into an intimate relationship between Israel and Himself. In other words, He wanted them to put their total dependence and trust in Him and to know that without Him they could not survive in the wilderness. 

Deuteronomy 8:2  And thou shalt remember all the way which YHVH thy Elohim (God) led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was  in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep His commandments, or no.

3    And He humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that He might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of YHVH doth man live.
Sometimes today Yahvah puts us into a situation so we can be tested or proved to see if we will put our total dependence and trust in Yahvah and Yahoshua to supply our needs rather than depending upon our own resources or our own strength! Just as Yahvah humbled and tested Israel, so will He humble and test us to see whether we love Him with all our heart, soul, and strength! David said in Psalms:
Psalms 139:23  Search me, O Elohim (God), and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:

24  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

II Chronicles 16:9a  For the eyes of YHVH run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him.

OUR NEEDS ARE KNOWN BEFORE WE ASK

Matthew 6:8  Be not you therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things you have need of, before you ask Him.

If Yahvah knows what we need before we ask, you might think: “Since I am His child, why then doesn’t He just give me what I want without asking to save me the trouble of asking?” Yahoshua said, “Whatsoever you ask the Father in My name, He will give it to you.” Does that give us a blank check for us to fill out for anything we want?

Matthew 21:22  And all things, whatsoever you shall ask in prayer, believing, you shall receive.

John 14:13  And whatsoever you shall ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.

14  If you shall ask any thing in My name, I will do it.

RECEIVING WHAT WE ASK IS CONDITIONAL
John 15:7  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you shall ask what you will, and it shall be done unto you.

John 15:16  You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that you should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever you shall ask of the Father in My name, He may give it you.

I John 2:3  And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.

4    He that saith, I know Him, and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

5    But whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the love of Elohim (God) perfected: hereby know we that we are in Him.

6    He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked.

7    Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which you had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning.

I John 3:18  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

19  And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him.

20  For if our heart condemn us, Elohim (God) is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.

21  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward Elohim (God).

22  And whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because we keep His commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.

23  And this is His commandment, That we should believe on the name of His Son Yahoshua Messiah, and love one another, as He gave us commandment.

24  And he that keepeth His commandments dwelleth in Him, and He in him. And hereby we know that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath given us.

James 4:1  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?

2    You lust, and have not: you kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: you fight and war, yet you have not, because you ask not.

3    You ask, and receive NOT, because you ask amiss, that you may consume it upon your lusts.

James 1:5  If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of Elohim (God), that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

6    But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

7    For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Master.

8    A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

Psalms 66:18  If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord (Adonai) will not hear me:

Proverbs 28:9 He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.
Isaiah 1:15  And when you spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when you make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood.

Isaiah 59:1  Behold, YHVH’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear:

2  But your iniquities have separated between you and your Elohim (God), and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear.

SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

Matthew 6:33  But seek you first the kingdom of Elohim (God), and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

Jeremiah 29:13  And you shall seek Me, and find Me, when you shall search for Me with all your heart.

14  And I will be found of you, saith YHVH: -----

Deuteronomy 4:29  But if from thence (now on) thou shalt seek YHVH thy Elohim (God), thou shalt find Him, if thou seek Him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.

Isaiah 1:16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;
Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.

Now we know that if we want Yahvah to hear us, we must not hide sin in our life. We must come to Him asking without doubt in our heart. We must not ask for anything that is for our own lustful desire to cause us or anyone else to sin. We must confess and forsake our sin so Yahvah will give us love and mercy.

MUST BE PERSISTENT

Yahoshua gave a parable of a widow lady who was very persistent with a judge and received her request because the judge was afraid that she would weary him. 
Luke 18:1  And He spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;
2    Saying, There was in a city a judge, which feared not Elohim (God), neither regarded man:

3    And there was a widow in that city; and she came unto him, saying, Avenge me of mine adversary.

4    And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not Elohim (God), nor regard man;

5    Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.

6    And the Master said, Hear what the unjust judge saith.

7    And shall not Elohim (God) avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto Him, though He bear long with them?

8    I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth?

EXAMPLES OF FERVENT PRAYERS

James 5:16  Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

17  Eliyah was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.

18  And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.

(I Kings 17:1-9, Eliyah prayed for no rain for 3 ½ yrs. Vs. 10-24 widow’s son dies and is raised because Eliyah prayed for his life to return.)
Joshua 10:1-14, Joshua prayed and the sun and the moon stood still till the battle was won.

Isaiah 38:1-8, Hezekiah prayed fervently and Yahvah added 15 years to his life.

I Samuel 1:1-7 Hannah was barren and she prayed, vs. 8-17-20 and Yahvah heard her prayer and give her a son named Samuel.

CONCLUSION
Just as Yahvah wanted a personal relationship with Israel so that they would put their total dependence and trust on Him, He also wants the same kind of relationship with each and everyone of His children today. This cannot happen until we are willing to repent and stop living in sin. Sin separates us from the fellowship and love of Yahvah. 
Yahoshua prayed and asked His heavenly Father for all those that already believed on Him and those in the future who were going to believe on Him, “that they may be one, as we are(one).” He said, “I pray not for the world.” 

I John 5:3  For this is the love of Elohim (God), that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

4    For whatsoever is born of Elohim (God) overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.

Then we can receive what we ask because we love Yahvah and keep His commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. (I John 3:22).
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