COMMANDMENTS OF MESSIAH

Yahoshua said “Beware of False Prophets”
TRUE PROPHETS

In order to understand what a false prophet is, we must know first what is a true prophet? So what is a prophet? In Strong’s Concordance Hebrew Dictionary the word prophet #5030 is used for both righteous prophets and unrighteous prophets.

The word prophet  = nabiy’ nawbee  #5030 means: an inspired man; from #5012

#5012 is the word prophecy = naba  means: to prophecy, i.e. speak by inspiration

So the only difference is between a true prophet and false prophet is where the inspiration comes from. A true prophet will receive his inspiration from Yahvah and a false prophet will receive his inspiration from his own self inspiration or from Satan. There are only three sources of inspirational  power: 1. From Yahvah  2. From man  3. From Satan.

II Peter 1: 21  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of Elohim (God) spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.
2 Timothy 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of Elohim (God), and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:

17  That the man of Elohim (God) may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.

Numbers 12:6  And He said, Hear now My words: If there be a prophet among you, I YHVH will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.
Joseph told Pharaoh because that his dream was doubled that it was from Yahvah in heaven. For Joseph also had this experience of having his own dreams doubled concerning his family bowing down to him. He therefore knew that his dreams were from Yahvah.

Genesis 41:32  And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice; it is because the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring it to pass.
Genesis 37:7  For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf.

Genesis 37:9  And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.

THE FIRST DECEPTION

Heaven before the creation of the earth was a wonderful place with righteousness, holiness, purity, truth and the best of everything anyone would ever care for. Yahvah created thousands of angels for the purpose of worshipping and honoring Him, also sharing with them this wonderful Paradise. He created them with a FREE will to serve Him or not to serve Him, they had that choice. 

Then one day deception (deceit) was exposed! An angel by the name of Satan decided secretly to rebel against Yahvah and deceived 1/3 of the angels into following him in this plan of rebellion. He is very deceitful, for he still pawns himself off as an angel of light and of righteousness supposedly doing all things for the betterment of the Kingdom of Yahvah. Instead, it was for his own gain, exaltation, pride and glory. 

Deceit = Concealment or perversion of the truth for the  purpose of misleading; frauding, or cheating.

II Corinthians 11: 13  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Messiah.

14  And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.
15  Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

His plan backfired because he didn’t realize that he could not do anything without Yahvah’s permission! He was judged, cast out of heaven and the 1/3 of the angels that followed him were also cast out. He set up his kingdom here on earth for the purpose to deceive and destroy, the same purpose as he tried in heaven. Since he couldn’t win in heaven, he is trying to destroy all of creation that was made in the image of Yahvah and that is mankind! 

Jude 1:6  And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, He hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.

II Peter 2:4   For if Elohim (God) spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell (the abyss), and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment;

I Peter 5:8  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

Luke 22:31  And the Master said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:

YAHOSHUA’S WARNING

Down through the ages of the entire Old Testament it records and warns the saints of many false prophets in every generation. Yahoshua gave His disciples and us warning:

Matthew 7:15  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

What is a false prophet? The false prophets are prophets (or preachers) who are NOT telling you and I the truth. They are “bearing false witness” to the people they are talking to. In just plain language, they are lying! They are being disobedient to the nineth commandment “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor” (Exodus 20:16). So Yahoshua is really telling us to beware of the prophets, ministers, and teachers that do NOT tell you the truth. 

Yahoshua called His own children sheep because sheep always are in need of a shepherd to give them direction and instruction. Without a shepherd, sheep have no direction or comprehension on which is the right way or the wrong way. He is in need of a Leader or Shepherd for guidance.

Jeremiah 10:23  O YHVH, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.

Proverbs 20:24  Man’s goings are of YHVH; how can a man then understand his own way?
Proverbs 3:5  Trust in YHVH with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6    In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.

Yahoshua said “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow Me” (John 10:27). Yahoshua is the true Shepherd! The false prophets are acting, talking, dressing like true believers, but Yahoshua said that they are wolves in sheep clothing! They are pretending to be a believer in Yahoshua. Paul and Peter used the same expression in Acts 19 and II Peter 2:

Acts 19:29  For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.
30  Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. (from your own congregations)!

31  Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.

II Peter 2:1  But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Master (Lord) that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.

2    And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

3    And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

HOW DO WE IDENTIFY FALSE PROPHETS, TEACHERS?

Deuteronomy 18:21  And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which YHVH hath not spoken?
22  When a prophet speaketh in the name of YHVH, if the thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which YHVH hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him.

Deuteronomy 13:1  If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder,

2    And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them;

3    Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for YHVH your Elohim (God) proveth you, to know whether you love YHVH your Elohim (God) with all your heart and with all your soul.

4    You shall walk after YHVH your Elohim (God), and fear Him, and keep His commandments, and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him, and cleave unto Him.

The word “gods” in verse 2 is translated from the Hebrew word “elohim,” when translated means “mighty ones or deity.” In the first commandment it states: “Thou shall have no other elohim (gods) before Me.” The second commandment forbids making “graven images” to bow down to worship them. So then the first commandment does NOT refer to graven images! It is referring to living beings, men or angels!

Men are called “elohim” (gods): for in John 10:35 Yahoshua stated: “If He called them  elohim (gods), unto whom the word of Elohim (God) came, and the scripture cannot be broken.” In this quote from Psalm 82:6 the prophets were called “elohim = mighty ones,” by Yahvah Himself. (not deity)! 

Psalms 82:6   I have said, You are elohim (gods); and all of you are children of the most High.

7    But you shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.

Exodus 7:1   And YHVH said unto Moses, See, I have made thee an el (a god) to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet.

In John 10; Psalms 82; and Exodus 7 the true prophets are called “elohim” (gods) meaning mighty ones proclaiming the word of truth.

There are many preachers and teachers today with ministries that miracles are taking place. How can we evaluate this? We are told to “believe not every spirit, but test the spirits whether they are of Yahvah” (I John 4:1). Are they teaching you or me to follow the commandments of men rather than the commandments of Yahvah. In teaching to obey the commandments of men instead of the commandments of Elohim, they are actually teaching us to follow another law giver (another god)!

One of the commandments of man is to keep “the first day of the week holy.” Keeping this command and putting aside the Sabbath command is doing similar to what Yahoshua said when He told the Pharisees that:

Matthew 15:7  You hypocrites, well did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying,

8    This people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, and honoreth Me with their lips; but their heart is far from Me.

9    But in vain they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.
Matthew 7:15  Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.

16  You shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?

17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.

18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire.

20  Wherefore by their fruits you shall know them.

Yahoshua continues verses 21-23 and mentions these people prayed, prophesied, casting out devils in His name and then He said unto them “I never knew you: depart from Me, you that work iniquity.”

So even though the people are claiming to work for Yahoshua, the evidence of the fruits is that they haven’t totally repented of their sin!  For they are still living in  “iniquity” (verse 23). Then Yahoshua continues on by comparing the story of the man that built his house on the rock with the man that built his house upon the sand and the destiny of both. We can know them by their fruits.
FALSE TEACHERS TEACH ANOTHER GOSPEL

Galatians 1:6  I marvel that you are so soon removed from Him that called you into the grace of Messiah unto another gospel:

7    Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Messiah.

8    But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

9    As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than that you have received, let him be accursed.

TURNING FROM THE TRUTH 

Peter declared that with these religious false prophets and teachers the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. Paul asked the Galatians why they were bewitched in NOT obeying the truth!

Galatians 3:1  O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Yahoshua Messiah hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?

Galatians 5:7  You did run well; who did hinder you that you should not obey the truth?
Galatians 4:8  Howbeit then, when you knew not Elohim (God), you did service unto them which by nature are no elohim (gods).

9    But now, after that you have known Elohim (God), or rather are known of Elohim (God), how turn you again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto you desire again to be in bondage?

10  You observe days, and months, and times, and years.

11  I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labor in vain.

Before they knew Elohim they were worshipping pagan idols and observing the pagan days, months, times and years. Paul is actually asking them “Why are you going back to observing the pagan practices of these pagan days, months and times and years after you have accepted Yahoshua as Savior?”  Paul foretold that people would turn away from the truth and follow mythology and commandments of men! Hiring teachers that would tickle their ears and preach to them only the things that they wanted to hear!

II Timothy 4:3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;

4    And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.

Jeremiah 23:16  Thus saith YHVH of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of YHVH.

20  The anger of YHVH shall not return, until He have executed, and till He have performed the thoughts of His heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly.
21  I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied.

22  But if they had stood in My counsel, and had caused My people to hear My words, then they should have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of their doings.

28  The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith YHVH.

29  Is not My word like as a fire? saith YHVH; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?

30  Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith YHVH, that steal My words every one from his neighbour.

31  Behold, I am against the prophets, saith YHVH, that use their tongues, and say, He saith.

SO WHAT IS TRUTH?
John 14:6  Yahoshua saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.
John 17:17  Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy word is truth.

Psalms 119:142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth.
Psalms 119:151 Thou art near, O YHVH; and all Thy commandments are truth.

Psalms 100:5   For YHVH is good; His mercy is everlasting; and His truth endureth to all generations.
WHO IS MOST VULNERABLE TO FALSE TEACHERS

1.  Those who are weak or immature spiritually. It is necessary to pray and study the word of Yahvah so we know when Satan is using someone to lie to us. He always twists the truth just enough to convince a person that sin is NOT really sin. Just as he questioned Yahvah’s word and authority in Genesis, he does the very same thing today to cause doubt of Yahvah’s word. David said in Psalms  119:11, “Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not sin against thee.” A wolf in the wild chases and catches the weakest of the herd. 

2.  Those who have heard the truth and rejected it. This gives satan an open door for his false teachers to bring into a person’s heart any kind of false doctrine. We are warned about what we listen to and what we accept into our heart (or mind)!

I Timothy 4:16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.

3.  Those who have not made total commitment to Yahoshua and have unresolved sin. Many people accept Yahoshua and try to work Him into their plans or their busy schedule. This is a false conception of true salvation. True salvation is to accept Yahoshua, then let Him take us and mold, shape, transform our hearts and minds into His image after His likeness.

II Corinthians 4:3  But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:

4    In whom the elohim (god) of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Messiah, who is the image of Elohim (God), should shine unto them.

TO THE LAW AND TO THE TESTIMONY
Isaiah 8:20  To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.

Revelation 12:17  And the dragon [Satan] was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of Elohim (God), and have the testimony of Yahoshua Messiah.

Revelation 14:12 Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of Elohim (God), and the faith of Yahoshua.

Revelation 22:14  Blessed are they that do His commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city.

15  For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.

Proverbs 19:27  Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that causeth to err from the words of knowledge.

To the Law and to the Testimony in Isaiah 8:20 is speaking specifically of faith in Messiah and obedience to His instruction (law). This is clarified by verses in Revelation of those whom Satan is making war with, there is no doubt about it.

When Paul and Silas went to Berea and preached the word, the people there “they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”  (Acts 17:11b). They were checking to see if these words spoken were the commandments of Yahvah or the commandments of men! We also need to search the scriptures today just as they did back then! For today there are more false prophets than there were back then.

CONCLUSION
Ephesians 4:11  And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;

12  For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Messiah:

13  Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of Elohim (God), unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Messiah:

14  That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;

15  But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into Him in all things, which is the head, even Messiah:

1. We need to totally commit our lives to Yahvah and Yahoshua and grow spiritually through prayer and study of the word. 

2.  We need to test the spirits to see if they are the spirits of truth or of error.

3.  We must contend or stand fast for the faith that Yahoshua delivered to the saints.

Philippians 4:8  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

9    Those things, which you have both learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the Elohim (God) of peace shall be with you.

Any Comments or questions?

J.  David Klopfenstein

e-mail:   davidk@messiahshouseofyahvah.org  
2672N 500E

Kendallville, IN  46755

USA

7
9

