FAITHFULNESS, BUILDING GOOD CHARACTER
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Introduction: Psalm 12:1b, Help, YHVH; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the children of men.

Proverbs 20:6  Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness: but a faithful man who can find?

FAITHFULNESS (One of many qualities of Character)

Faithful = 1. Strict or thorough in the performance of duty. 2. True to ones word, promises, vows, etc. 3. Full of or showing loyalty or fidelity. 4. That may be relied upon, trusted or believed. ---faithfulness. 

II Chronicles 16:9a  For the eyes of YHVH run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him.

Psalm 33:13  YHVH looketh from heaven; He beholdeth all the sons of men.

14  From the place of His habitation He looketh upon all the inhabitants of the earth.

15  He fashioneth their hearts alike; He considereth all their works.

18  Behold, the eye of YHVH is upon them that fear Him, upon them that hope in His mercy;

Job 34:21  For His eyes are upon the ways of man, and He seeth all his goings.

22  There is no darkness, nor shadow of death, where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves.

So Yahvah is searching the entire earth for people that are wholeheartedly seeking Him (Isaiah 29:13) and who will be loyal to Him. Those who will be true to their word so that they can be believed and trusted. The Word states that “He fashioneth their hearts alike” (Psalm 33:15), so what we do with our heart or our mind is our own decision. What our heart is today is a result of the decisions we have made in the past and are still making today for the future! Many times other people influence those decisions, sometimes for the good and sometimes not for the good.

WHO IS A FAITHFUL SERVANT?
Matthew 25:14  For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far country, who called His own servants, and delivered unto them His goods.

15  And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another one; to every man according to his several ability; and straightway took his journey.

16  Then he that had received the five talents went and traded with the same, and made them other five talents.

17  And likewise he that had received two, he also gained other two.

18  But he that had received one went and digged in the earth, and hid his lord’s money.

19  After a long time the master of those servants cometh, and reckoneth with them.

20  And so he that had received five talents came and brought other five talents, saying, Master, thou delivered unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.

21  His master said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy master.

22  He also that had received two talents came and said, Master, thou delivered unto me two talents: behold, I have gained two other talents beside them.

23  His master said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy master.

24  Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Master, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed:

25  And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine.

26  His master answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:

27  Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received mine own with usury.

28  Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents.

29  For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath.

30  And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Who were the faithful servants in this parable, the servants that gained more talents or the one that buried his talent? If a person cannot be faithful in natural things, neither will they be faithful in spiritual things. 
Luke 16:10 He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also in much.

11 If therefore you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?

12 And if you have not been faithful in that which is another man’s, who shall give you that which is your own?

13 No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. You cannot serve Elohim and mammon.

Psalm 31:23  O love YHVH, all ye His saints: for YHVH preserveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the proud doer.

Proverbs 28:20  A faithful man shall abound with blessings: but he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent.

YAHVAH PROVES OR TESTS US FOR FAITHFULNESS
Exodus 16:4   Then said YHVH unto Moses, Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, or not.

Exodus 20:20 And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for Elohim is come to prove you, and that His fear may be before your faces, that you sin not.

Deuteronomy 8:1   All the commandments which I command thee this day shall you observe to do, that you may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land which YHVH sware unto your fathers.

2  And thou shalt remember all the way which YHVH thy Elohim led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was  in thine heart, whether thou would keep His commandments, or not.

16  Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that He might humble thee, and that He might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;

Deuteronomy 13:1   If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth thee a sign or a wonder,

2    And the sign or the wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto thee, saying, Let us go after other gods, which thou hast not known, and let us serve them;

3    Thou shalt not hearken unto the words of that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for YHVH your Elohim proveth you, to know whether you love YHVH your Elohim with all your heart and with all your soul.

4    You shall walk after YHVH your Elohim, and fear Him, and keep His commandments, and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him, and cleave unto Him.

Psalm 66:10  For Thou, O Elohim, hast proved us: Thou hast tried us, as silver is tried.

11  Thou brought us into the net; Thou laid affliction upon our loins.

12  Thou hast caused men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water: but Thou brought us out into a wealthy place.

13  I will go into Thy house with burnt offerings: I will pay Thee my vows,

14  Which my lips have uttered, and my mouth hath spoken, when I was in trouble.

REQUIREMENT OF A STEWARD
Ephesians 4:1  I therefore, the prisoner of the Master, beseech you that you walk worthy of the vocation wherewith you are called,

2   With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;

3   Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Lowliness = Humble in spirit

Meekness = Gentleness, humbly patient or submissive

Long-suffering = Enduring injury or provocation long and patiently

Forbearance = Patient endurance, putting up with
Ephesians 4:22  That you put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts;

23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

24 And that you put on the new man, which after Elohim is created in righteousness and true holiness.

25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

26 Be you angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:

27 Neither give place to the devil.

28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.

29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of Elohim, whereby you are sealed unto the day of redemption.

31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, together with all malice: (malice = desire to inflict injury to another)

32 And be you kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as Elohim for Messiah’s sake hath forgiven you.

Ephesians 5:1   Be you therefore followers of Elohim, as dear children;

2   And walk in love, as Messiah also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to Elohim for a sweet smelling savour.

3   But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints;

4   Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather giving of thanks.

5   For this you know, that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the kingdom of Messiah and of Elohim.

6   Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of Elohim upon the children of disobedience.

I Corinthians 4:1   Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Messiah, and stewards of the mysteries of Elohim.

2   Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

Job 22:21  Acquaint now thyself with Him, and be at peace: thereby good shall come unto thee. (Have a personal relationship with Yahvah and Yahoshua).

Romans 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love Elohim, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

TO THE FAITHFUL
Ephesians 1:1  Paul, an apostle of Yahoshua Messiah by the will of Elohim, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Messiah Yahoshua:

Colossians 1:2  To the saints and faithful brethren in Messiah which are at Colosse: Grace be unto you, and peace, from Elohim our Father and the Master Yahoshua Messiah.
2 Timothy 2:2  And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

Faithful is not being:

    Slothful = Inactive, Lazy, (laziness in work, we are stealing from our employer)
    Irresponsible = Not accountable, (refusing to accept God given responsibilities)

    Disobedient = Neglecting or refusing to obey, insubordinate

    Uncaring = Not loving or caring for others, selfishness

Ephesians 5:9  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

10 Proving what is acceptable unto YHVH.
11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them.

12 For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.

13 But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light.

14 Wherefore He saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Messiah shall give thee light.

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

17 Wherefore be you not unwise, but understanding what the will of YHVH is.

Titus 2:7   In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine showing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity,

8    Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.

II Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Messiah; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.

MANY NOT FAITHFUL “IN THE LATTER DAYS”
Isaiah 29:13  Wherefore YHVH said, Forasmuch as this people draw near Me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour Me, but have removed their heart far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught by the precept of men:

Titus 1:16 They profess that they know Elohim; but in works they deny Him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate.

Matthew 7:21 Not every one that saith unto me, Master, Master (Lord, Lord), shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.

22  Many will say to Me in that day, Master, Master (Lord, Lord), have we not prophesied in Thy name? and in Thy name have cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wonderful works?

23  And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, you that work iniquity.

See also Jeremiah 23:9-32   
NOT TO BE WEARY IN BEING FAITHFUL
Galatians 6:7  Be not deceived; Elohim is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

8   For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.

9   And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.

10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.

Revelation 2:10  Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.

Revelation 17:14  These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for He is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with Him are called, and chosen, and faithful.

Any comments or questions accepted.
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