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In order to understand forgiveness, we must first understand Yahvah’s forgiveness for our sins and then apply those principles to the way we forgive others. The natural man will never feel like forgiving another person. Forgiveness will only come as we make total commitment to Yahoshua with our heart and then respond in obedience to what Elohim instructs us to do from His Holy Scriptures.

We must also be willing to accept the responsibility for the failures of another if we are to demonstrate forgiveness just like the Messiah Yahoshua accepted responsibility for my sins when He died on the stake.

 BIBLE EXAMPLES OF FORGIVENESS
Starting in Genesis 37, 39 through chapter 48 gives the story of Jacob and his twelve sons. Jacob loved Joseph more than all the other eleven sons and this made nine of them bitter, angry, hateful and envious except for Reuben and Benjamin. 

Genesis 37:3   Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colors.

4    And when his brethren saw that their father loved him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.

5    And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and they hated him yet the more.

6    And he said unto them, Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have dreamed:

7    For, behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and, behold, your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to my sheaf.

8    And his brethren said to him, Shalt thou indeed reign over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us? And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for his words.

9    And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it his brethren, and said, Behold, I have dreamed a dream more; and, behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars made obeisance to me.

10  And he told it to his father, and to his brethren: and his father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth?

11  And his brethren envied him; but his father observed the saying.

Joseph’s brothers hated him so much that when he came out to check on them, they put him into a pit intending to kill him. Then a camel caravan of Ishmaelites came by on the way to Egypt, so they decided to sell him to them as a slave for twenty pieces of silver. Afterward they killed a kid goat and dipped his coat in the blood to show their father and lied to him, saying that they found Joseph’s coat all covered with blood!

In Egypt Joseph was sold to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, chief of the executioners. Then he prospered as the head of Potiphar’s household, but was falsely and unjustly accused by Potiphar’s wife and thrown in prison and almost forgotten for two years. 

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT
How would you feel if that happened to you? Do you think that Joseph had a right to be bitter, angry and want to get even with his brothers? Should he have hated Potiphar’s wife for lying about him? Should he hate Yahvah for allowing all this heartache and sorrow to happen to him?? That is the way many people feel today! Why didn’t Yahvah prevent all this from happening to him? Joseph could have easily become bitter, angry and hateful, but he didn’t. He had totally committed his life to Yahvah and knew that he was in Yahvah’s will no matter what happened!

When Joseph was set free from prison and made governor over all Egypt and the famine came, Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt for food. When he made himself known to his brothers, they were afraid that he would get even for the evil they had done to him. Instead, Joseph forgave his brothers and told them:

Genesis 45:7   And Elohim(God) sent me before you to preserve you a posterity in the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance.

8  So now it was not you that sent me hither, but Elohim: and He hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and master of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

So Yahvah was testing, proving, molding and shappening Joseph’s character to do the job He had planned for him to do in Egypt. He is also doing that very thing in our lives to see whether we are willing to do the work that He has for us to do. He is the Potter and we are the clay! How do we respond to His molding and shaping? 

Romans 12:1   I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of Elohim, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto Elohim (God), which is your reasonable service.

2   And be not conformed to this world: but be you transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of Elohim.

Matthew 5:23  Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother hath ought against thee;

24  Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer thy gift.

25 Agree with your adversary quickly, whiles you art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver you to the judge, and the judge deliver you to the officer, and you be cast into prison.

26 Verily I say unto you, You shall by no means come out from there, till you hast paid the uttermost farthing.

FORGIVENESS (Yahoshua’s Model Prayer)
Matthew 6:9   After this manner therefore pray you: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.

10  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.

11  Give us this day our daily bread.

12  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.

13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

14  For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you:

15  But if you forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Mark 11:25 And when you stand praying, forgive, if you have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.

26 But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.

HOW OFTEN?
Luke 17:3   Take heed to yourselves: If your brother trespass against you, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him.

4   And if he trespass against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I repent; you shall forgive him.

Matthew 18:21 Then came Peter to Him, and said, Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?

22 Yahoshua saith unto him, I say not unto you, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. (490 times!)

PARABLE OF UN-FORGIVENESS
Matthew 18:23  Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants.

24  And when he had begun to reckon, one was brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents.

25  But for as much as he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, and all that he had, and payment to be made.

26  The servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.
27  Then the lord of that servant was moved with compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt.

28  But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellow servants, which owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, saying, Pay me that you owe.

29  And his fellow servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all.

30  And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay the debt.

31  So when his fellow servants saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done.

32  Then his lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O you wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, because you desired me:

33  Should not you also have had compassion on thy fellow servant, even as I had pity on thee?

34  And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him.

35  So likewise shall My heavenly Father do also unto you, if you FROM YOUR HEARTS forgive not every one his brother their trespasses.

LOVE OUR ENEMIES
Matthew 5:43 You have heard that it hath been said, You shall love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy.

44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

45 That you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

46 For if you love them which love you, what reward have you? do not even the publicans the same?

47 And if you salute your brethren only, what do you more than others? do not even the publicans so?

48 Be you therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect. [the word “perfect” means to be in the right standing with the Creator through His Son by having your sins forgiven through His shed blood].

Luke 6:35 But love you your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and you shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil.

36 Be you therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.

37 Judge not, and you shall not be judged: condemn not, and you shall not be condemned: forgive, and you shall be forgiven:

38 Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that you mete withal it shall be measured to you again.

Romans 12:14  Bless them which persecute you: bless, and curse not.

17  Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men.

18  If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.

19  Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith YHVH.

20  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing you shall heap coals of fire on his head. (Same in Proverbs 25:21,22a).

21  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.

I Corinthians 4:12 And labor, working with our own hands: being reviled, we bless; being persecuted, we suffer it:

13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the filth of the world, and are the offscouring of all things unto this day.

HOW CAN WE FORGIVE?
In order to understand forgiveness, we must first understand Yahvah’s forgiveness for our sins and then apply those principles to the way we forgive others. The natural man will never feel like forgiving another person. Forgiveness will only come as we make total commitment to Yahoshua with our heart and then respond in obedience to what Elohim instructs us to do from His Holy Scriptures.

We must also be willing to accept the responsibility for the failures of another if we are to demonstrate forgiveness just like the Messiah Yahoshua accepted responsibility for my sins when He died on the stake. I must take my hurts and pains and give them to Yahoshua! Psalm 62:5b “for my expectation is from Him.”
YAHOSHUA DID HIS PART
Romans 5:8  But Elohim (God) commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Messiah died for us.

I Peter   2:24 [Yahoshua], Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes you were healed.

WE NEED TO DO OUR PART
Ephesians 4:23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind;

24 And that you put on the new man, which after Elohim (God) is created in righteousness and true holiness.

25 Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of another.

26 Be you angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath:

27 Neither give place to the devil.
28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.

29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers.

30 And grieve not the Holy Spirit of Elohim, whereby you are sealed unto the day of redemption.

31 Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:

32 And be you kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as Elohim (God) for Messiah’s sake hath forgiven you.

I Peter  3:8  Finally, be you all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:

9    Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that you are thereunto called, that you should inherit a blessing.

10  For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile:

11  Let him shun evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and pursue it.

12  For the eyes of the Master are over the righteous, and His ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Master is against them that do evil.

13  And who is he that will harm you, if you be followers of that which is good?

14  But and if you suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are you: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;

15  But sanctify Yahvah Elohim (God) in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:

16  Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation in Messiah.

17  For it is better, if the will of God be so, that you suffer for well doing, than for evil doing.

OUR BODIES ARE THE TEMPLE OF YAHVAH
I Corinthians 3:16  Know you not that you are the temple of Elohim (God), and that the Spirit of Elohim (God) dwelleth in you?

17  If any man defile the temple of Elohim, him shall Elohim destroy; for the temple of Elohim is holy, which temple you are.

TO BE HOLY
I Peter  1:15  But as He which hath called you is holy, so be you holy in all manner of conversation; [conduct],
16  Because it is written, Be you holy; for I am holy.

17  And if you call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man’s work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:

18  For as much as you know that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

19  But with the precious blood of Messiah, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:

20  Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,

Hebrews 12:13  And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed.

14  Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see Yahoshua.
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