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Grateful or thankful describe my appreciative attitude for what Elohim and others have done for me. This is a heart felt warm and deep attitude of appreciation of personal kindness I want to show to Elohim and to other person or persons. We all need to work on this area of character building. How many times have I slipped up and did not thank someone that needed the “thank you” to encourage them in their walk with Yahoshua?  The purpose of this study is to encourage the saints to be courteous so that the light of Yahoshua might shine through each one of us.

How many times have we said “thank you” from our mouths and not from our hearts? There has been in every generation some people that have been very unthankful and selfish. We are living in a generation that is gradually loosing the character of gratitude or thankfulness at a rapid pace! The philosophy of the new age generation is that the world, the government or someone owes me everything that I want! By having this type of attitude some think a kind “thank you” is not necessary or not important mostly because of a selfish or self-centered attitude. 

II Timothy 3:1  This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.

2    For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

3    Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,

4    Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of Elohim (God);

5    Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.

THANKFUL FOR THE PLAN OF SALVATION
Isaiah 7:14  Therefore YHVH Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty Elohim (God), The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

John 3:16  For Elohim (God) so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
17  For Elohim (God) sent not His Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.

Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of Elohim is eternal life through Yahoshua Messiah our Saviour.

Romans 8:32  He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

1 John 4:9  In this was manifested the love of  Elohim (God) toward us, because that Elohim sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.
1 John 4:10  Herein is love, not that we loved Elohim, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

1 John 5:11  And this is the record, that Elohim hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.

1 John 5:12  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

Ephesians 2:8  For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of Elohim (God):

9    Not of works, lest any man should boast.

10  For we are His workmanship, created in Messiah Yahoshua unto good works, which Elohim hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

II Corinthians 9:15 Thanks be unto Elohim (God) for His unspeakable gift.
HOW OFTEN AND WHEN TO BE THANKFUL?
Ephesians 5:20  Giving thanks always for all things unto Yahvah the Father in the name of our Master Yahoshua Messiah;

Colossians 3:17  And whatsoever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Master Yahoshua, giving thanks to Elohim and the Father by Him.

1 Thessalonians 5:18  In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of Elohim (God) in Messiah Yahoshua concerning you.

2 Thessalonians 1:3  We are bound to thank Elohim always for you, brethren, as it is meet (fitting), because that your faith groweth exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth;

2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks always to Elohim for you, brethren beloved of the Master, because Elohim hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:

Hebrews 13:15 By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to Elohim continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.
Psalms 79:13  So we Thy people and sheep of Thy pasture will give Thee thanks for ever: we will show forth Thy praise to all generations.

EXAMPLES OF GRATITUDE, THANKFULNESS
Matthew 15: 34  And Yahoshua saith unto them, How many loaves have you? And they said, Seven, and a few little fishes.

35  And He commanded the multitude to sit down on the ground.

36  And He took the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, and brake them, and gave to His disciples, and the disciples to the multitude.

37  And they did all eat, and were filled: and they took up of the broken meat that was left seven baskets full.

Luke 17:11 And it came to pass, as He (Yahoshua) went to Jerusalem, that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee.

12  And as He entered into a certain village, there met Him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off:

13  And they lifted up their voices, and said, Yahoshua, Master, have mercy on us.

14  And when He saw them, He said unto them, Go show yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed.

15  And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified Elohim (God),

16  And fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.

17  And Yahoshua answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?

18  There are not found that returned to give glory to Elohim, save this stranger.

19  And He said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.

Daniel 6:1  It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which should be over the whole kingdom;

2    And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes might give accounts unto them, and the king should suffer no loss.

3    Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.

4    Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.

5    Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except we find it against him concerning the law of his Elohim.

7    All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any Elohim or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.
10  Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his Elohim, as he did aforetime.

16  Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy Elohim whom thou servest continually, He will deliver thee.

19  Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of lions.

20  And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living Elohim, is thy Elohim, whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?

21  Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever.

22  My Elohim hath sent His angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before Him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.

PARENTS THANKFUL FOR THEIR CHILDREN
Dad and mom, are you thankful to Yahvah for your children?  Do you give each one a special thank you and blessing for just having them as your child? Do you thank and tell each child that you appreciate them helping with chores and different jobs around the house? Even though you sometimes think you could have done the job faster and better? You know the children are an heritage of Yahvah and the fruit of the womb is His reward (Psalm 127:3). Thy children (are) like olive plants around about  thy table 
(Psalm 128:3b). Yahvah knew each one even before they were conceived in the womb:

NEVER, NEVER EVER  say to your child or any child that they are dumb, stupid, worthless or any such like statements!! This kind of talk will give the child a complex and they will have problems all their life because of such statements! Don’t take the child for granted and don’t forget to thank them for the things they do!  Do not forget that they have feelings also and it is very easy to damage the family relationship by our attitudes of self-centeredness!  

Proverbs 18:19  A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city: and their contentions are like the bars of a castle.

It seems like as never before that child molesting, abuse, abduction, etc. is getting worse every day. With the breakdown of moral values people do not see the evil as evil anymore like they used to. We are warned in the scriptures not to call evil good and good evil.

Isaiah 5:20  Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

21  Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their own sight!

22  Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to mingle strong drink:

23  Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the righteousness of the righteous from him!
24  Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of YHVH of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.

CHILDREN THANKFUL FOR PARENTS
Where do children come from? Is there a factory out there somewhere where they manufacture children like they manufacture bicycles, cars or houses? In the beginning when Yahvah created Adam, he put Adam to sleep and took a rib from him and formed a woman with Adam’s rib and she was called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of ‘man’. When Yahvah brought Eve to Adam for a wife, He did this so that they might bare and raise righteous children.  From the Complete Jewish Bible by David Stern:

Malachi  2:15a, And hasn’t He made [them] one [flesh] in order to have spiritual blood-relatives? For what the one [flesh] seeks is a seed from Elohim (God).

Jeremiah 1:5  Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the nations.

Psalm 139:13 For Thou hast possessed my reins: Thou hast covered me in my mother’s womb.

14  I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are Thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well.

15  My substance was not hid from Thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought (woven) in the lowest parts of the earth.

16  Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in Thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them. 

So the factory where you and I were made was our mother’s womb (in the belly). This is the way that the Heavenly Father ordained it from the very first marriage in the garden of Eden! The Father used our parents to mold, fashion, or shapen you and I until we were old enough to live outside the womb.

Psalm 119:73 Thy hands have made me and fashioned me: give me understanding, that I may learn Thy commandments.

Job 31:15  Did not He that made me in the womb make him? and did not one fashion us in the womb?

We need to be thankful for our parents that Yahvah used them to give us the breath of life. They nurtured, clothed and fed us giving a roof over our heads and a warm home for the winter so we wouldn’t freeze. That in itself is enough for us to honor and respect our parents. If we do that then we are promised to have a long life on this earth.

HOW IS GRATEFULNESS DEVELOPED?
Matthew 6:33  But seek you first the kingdom of Elohim, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.

Jeremiah 29:13  And you shall seek Me, and find Me, when you shall search for Me with all your heart.

Proverbs 2:1  My son, if thou wilt receive My words, and hide My commandments with thee;

2   So that thou incline thine ear unto wisdom, and apply thine heart to understanding;

3   Yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and liftest up thy voice for understanding;

4   If thou seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treasures;

5   Then shalt thou understand the fear of YHVH, and find the knowledge of Elohim.

6   For YHVH giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding.

7   He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.

8   He keepeth the paths of judgment, and preserveth the way of His saints.

9   Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, every good path.

Proverbs 3:9  Honour YHVH with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:

10  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

Proverbs 19:17 He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto YHVH; and that which he hath given will He pay him again.

HOW IS GRATEFULNESS TO ELOHIM DEMONSTRATED
Hebrews 13:15  By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to Elohim continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.

16  But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices Elohim is well pleased.

Philippians 4:4  Rejoice in YHVH always: and again I say, Rejoice.
5    Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Master is at hand.

6    Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto Elohim.

7    And the peace of Yahvah, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Messiah Yahoshua.

Psalm 95:1  O come, let us sing unto YHVH: let us make a joyful noise to the Rock of our salvation.

2  Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms.

3  For YHVH is a great Elohim (God), and a great King above all gods.

4  In His hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is His also.

5  The sea is His, and He made it: and His hands formed the dry land.

6  O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before YHVH our maker.

Psalm 96:9  O worship YHVH in the beauty of holiness: fear before Him, all the earth.

CONCLUSION
If we apply the Two Great Commandments that Yahoshua spoke of in Matthew 22 and do as we would have others do to us, we will always give thanks for all things thereby glorifying the Heavenly Father and His Son. 

Matthew 22:35  Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked Him a question, tempting Him, and saying,

36  Master, which is the great commandment in the law?

37  Yahoshua said unto him, Thou shalt love YHVH thy Elohim (God) with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.
38  This is the first and great commandment.

39  And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

40  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.

Luke 6:31  And as you would that men should do to you, do you also to them likewise.

Ephesians 5:20  Giving thanks always for all things unto Yahvah the Father in the name of our Master Yahoshua Messiah;

Any comments or questions accepted.

J.  David Klopfenstein

e-mail: davidk@messiahshouseofyahvah.org 
2672N 500E

Kendallville, IN 46755
USA

7
7

