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WHAT IS HONOR?
The first thing usually comes to mind when we speak of honoring someone, we are taught from a child on up to being an adult, we are to honor our parents in everything for this is the right thing to do and this is the first commandment in the scriptures that was given with a promise of a long life. Does our honoring stop when we become an adult? No, I don’t think so. 

The scripture is not speaking of children of a certain age, but I personally think that it is speaking of all of us children with living parents regardless of what age we are.  We are still to honor our father and mother, to esteem  and value them as precious, to respect and reverence them.

Exodus 20:12 Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land which YHVH thy Elohim giveth thee.

Ephesians 6:1  Children, obey your parents in YHVH: for this is right.

2    Honor thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;)

3    That it may be well with thee, and thou may live long on the earth.

4    And, you fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of YHVH.

Colossians 3:20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto YHVH.

21  Fathers, provoke not your children to anger, lest they be discouraged.

What does the word Honor mean to you? From Unger’s Bible Dictionary we read:

Honor = the rendering of several Hebrew and Greek words, meaning: (1) Respect paid to superiors: to God [Elohim]; to parents and kings, including submission and service; the esteem due to virtue, wisdom, glory, reputation, and probity [integrity]. (2) The reward, emolument [compensation for wages], position, given to subjects, and the final reward of righteousness.

So the word honor literally means to esteem [regard highly] and value as precious; to show deep respect, kindness, courtesy, and obedience. Tragically, this is a rarity in our society today. Too often a child’s response to his or her parent is that of ---


talking back 


-- 
speaking disrespectfully


cutting down the parent  
-- 
not listening


ignoring


-- 
acting like a know it all


grumbling


-- 
calling the parent disrespectful names


disregarding instruction
             --
manipulating and abuse to parents


whining



--
testing the parents boundaries

Isaiah 3:12 As for my people, children are their oppressors, and women rule over them. O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and destroy the way of thy paths.
ARE CHILDREN TO BE OBEDIENT IN ALL THINGS??
Colossians 3:20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto YHVH.

Ephesians 6:1  Children, obey your parents in YHVH: for this is right.

The word obey here means to submit to; to comply with; to hearken; to heed; to follow directions or guidance of some instruction.

When a parent guides and directs their child in harmony with the scriptures, the child is to learn to obey the parent; this is just part of growing up into an adult. As the child grows physically, they are also learning to dress themselves, feed themselves and care for their hygiene. They also are to learn the ways of Yahvah and Yahoshua as they grow up. This type of obedience to the parent is well pleasing to Yahvah.
What about a parent that is not a believer and doesn’t live righteously? Does a child need to obey in all things if the parent tells them to steal, lie, cheat, fight, take drugs, drink alcohol, commit incest? The answer is NO! Ephesians 6:1 states to obey your parents in YHVH. So they are to obey in all things that do not go against Yahvah’s word! If the instruction a parent teaches is against Yahvah’s word or sin, a child can refuse to obey and still be in the will of Yahvah. If abuse by the parent is being practiced, they need to repent or to be reported to the authorities! A child need not live in that kind of environment. That type of obedience is NOT well pleasing to Yahvah! 

CHILDREN BLESSED IF OBEDIENT
Proverbs 6: 20 My son [or daughter], keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother [Yahvah’s commandments]:

21  Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.

22  When thou goest, it shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.

23  For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:

Proverbs 1:8  My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother:

9  For they shall be an ornament of grace unto thy head, and chains about thy neck.

Proverbs 7:1  My son, keep My words, and lay up My commandments with thee.

2  Keep My commandments, and live; and My law as the apple of thine eye.

3  Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart.

Proverbs 10:1  A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother [heartbroken].

Proverbs 20:11 Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure, and whether it be right.

There is a promise that things will go well and live long on the earth for children if they honor their parents. Does this mean that a child will never have problems or have to suffer? No! This is not what the scripture means. Elohim means that He will be with the child, strengthen and take care of him or her so that the child can walk through the trials of life victoriously and made strong in the inner person. He will be enabled to conquer and be victorious over whatever confronts him as he journeys through life.

Sometimes children die very young and it seems that it is very unfair that this happens, but we know that Yahvah has our days numbered and that He has a plan for each and every one of us to fulfil. So we need to put our complete trust in Him no matter what happens.

Proverbs 3:5  Trust in YHVH with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.

6   In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.

Romans 8: 28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love Elohim, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

CURSED IF DISOBEDIENT
Deuteronomy 27:16 Cursed be he that setteth light by his father or his mother. And all the people shall say, Amen. [don’t esteem].

The Aramaic text states: Cursed be he that revileth his father or his mother. And all the people shall say, Amen.

Proverbs 20:20 Whoso curseth his father or his mother, his lamp shall be put out in obscure darkness.

Proverbs 30:17 The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it.

Leviticus 19:1  And YHVH spake unto Moses, saying,

2   Speak unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say unto them, You shall be holy: for I YHVH your Elohim am holy.

3   You shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep My sabbaths: I am YHVH your Elohim.

PARENTS TO BE HONORABLE TO BE HONORED
Discipline, correction, and reproof are seldom enjoyable experiences.  Their very nature is that of disturbance and irritation to children and even to some adults. This is not what this instruction means. The word provoke means to arouse to wrath or anger to the point of rage and resentment against the parent or against any authority. 

Over-controlling can provoke a child to wrath. As long as there is no intent to do wrong or evil there needs to be some freedom given the child. There are the basic scriptural guidelines to follow in this instruction. This cultivates good growth. 

Ephesians 6:4  And, you fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of YHVH.

Unger’s Bible Dictionary: Nurture = The whole training and education of children which relates to the cultivation of mind and morals, and employ for this purpose now commands and admonitions, now reproof and punishment. It includes also the care and training of the body. It also is a term describing God’s dealing with his children under grace.

Under-controlling also can provoke a child to wrath. When a parent gives in and rewards a child for ill behavior, whining, pouting, sulkiness, and temper tantrums just to secure peace and quiet, they are creating insecurity and frustration in a child by not having proper guidelines to go by.

I Samuel 3:11 And YHVH said to Samuel, Behold, I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle.

12  In that day I will perform against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his house: when I begin, I will also make an end.

13  For I have told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not.
Proverbs 13:24 He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes [often when needed].

Proverbs 19:18  Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his crying.

Proverbs 29:15 The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.

Living an inconsistent life can provoke a child to wrath. When a parent instructs a child in one way, then turns around and does just the opposite, they are creating frustration and insecurity in the child. The scriptures say this is having a double standard.
James 1:8  A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

Deuteronomy 4:9  Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons’ sons;

HONORING OUR CREATOR
Psalm 26:8  YHVH, I have loved the habitation of Thy house, and the place where Thine honour dwelleth.

Psalm 66:1 Make a joyful noise unto Elohim, all you lands:

2  Sing forth the honour of His name: make His praise glorious.

3  Say unto Elohim, How terrible art Thou in thy works! Through the greatness of Thy power shall thine enemies submit themselves unto Thee.

4  All the earth shall worship Thee, and shall sing unto Thee; they shall sing to Thy name. Selah.

Psalm 71:1  In Thee, O YHVH, do I put my trust: let me never be put to confusion.

8  Let my mouth be filled with Thy praise and with Thy honour all the day.

Psalm 104:1 Bless YHVH, O my soul. O YHVH my Elohim, Thou art very great; Thou art clothed with honour and majesty.

I Samuel 2:30 Wherefore YHVH Elohim of Israel saith, I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk before Me for ever: but now YHVH saith, Be it far from Me; for them that honour Me I will honour, and they that despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.

Isaiah 58:13 If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of YHVH honourable; and shalt honour Him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:

14  Then shalt thou delight thyself in YHVH; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of YHVH hath spoken it.

Proverbs 14: 31 He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he that honoureth Him hath mercy on the poor.

Proverbs 3:9  Honour YHVH with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase:
10  So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.

11  My son, despise not the chastening of YHVH; neither be weary of His correction:

12  For whom YHVH loveth He correcteth; even as a father the son in whom he delighteth.

HONORING THE SON
John 5:22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son:

23 That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.

Hebrews 2:9  But we see Yahoshua, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that He by the grace of Elohim should taste death for every man.

Revelation 4:11  Thou art worthy, O YHVH, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created.

Revelation 5:12  Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing.

13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

SEEKING THE HONOR OF ELOHIM?
We must first humble ourselves before Yahvah and pray and seek His face, and turn from our wicked ways and honor Him and accept His sacrifice for our sins, Yahoshua the Messiah, then in turn He will honor us. We are admonished to seek Him in the days of our youth when our heart and mind is very tender to be molded into the pattern where He knows that we fit the best. 

.

Ecclesiastes 12:1  Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure in them;

Proverbs 15:33 The fear of YHVH is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility.
II Chronicles 7: 14  If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.

John 12:26 [Yahoshua said] If any man serve Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall also My servant be: if any man serve Me, him will My Father honour.
I Samuel 2:30b, . . . for them that honour Me I will honour, and they that despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.
Complete Jewish Bible, by David Stern, 
I Samuel 2:30b, . . .I respect those that respect Me,  but those that despise Me will meet with contempt. 

Any comments or questions accepted.
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