SERVING, BUILDING GOOD CHARACTER

When Yahvah created mankind, He put into each one a desire to serve someone or something. Each one of us were born with a desire to have some kind of friendship or relationship with someone. We are commanded to serve YHVH our Creator with a promise of a blessing. Yahvah wants to bless His children because He desires a relationship with us, He desires to be our friend and Savior. This should be our first priority. In James 2:23 Abraham was called the Friend of Elohim.

Deuteronomy 10:12 And now, Israel, what doth YHVH thy Elohim (God) require of thee, but to fear YHVH thy Elohim (God), to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to serve YHVH thy Elohim with all thy heart and with all thy soul,

13  To keep the commandments of YHVH, and His statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?

Deuteronomy 6:13 Thou shalt fear YHVH thy Elohim (God), and serve Him, and shalt swear by His name.

Exodus 23:25 And you shall serve YHVH your Elohim (God), and He shall bless thy bread, and thy water; and I will take sickness away from the midst of thee.

26  There shall nothing cast their young, nor be barren, in thy land: the number of thy days I will fulfil.

In Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance Hebrew Dictionary, the word “serve” here is #5647  ‘abad which means to work, to serve, till, (caus.) enslave, etc. keep in bondage, be  bondman, bondservice, --worshipper.

When Yahoshua quoted Deuteronomy 6:13 in Matthew 4:10 the word serve is translated into the Greek word  #3000 latreuo meaning to minister (to God), i.e. render religious homage:-- serve, do the service, worship (-per).

So we are to commit our lives entirely, our heart, our mind, our soul, and strength to the Savior. Yahoshua purchased us with His own blood, we are not our own, we can’t just do everything that comes into our minds! We belong to Him, He owns us! Sometimes the adversary will put an evil thought into my mind and I have to reject that evil thought right away in the name of Yahoshua! The longer we keep the evil thought, the harder it is to reject the evil thought.

John 12:26  If any man serve Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there shall also My servant be: if any man serve Me, him will My Father honour.
SERVING OTHERS (Service to our employer)
Colossians 3 22  Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing Elohim:

23  And whatsoever you do, do it heartily, as to Yahvah, and not unto men;

24  Knowing that of Yahvah you shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for you serve Yahoshua the Messiah.

25  But he that doeth wrong shall receive for the wrong which he hath done: and there is no respect of persons.

Ephesians 6:5  Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Messiah;

6   Not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Messiah, doing the will of Elohim (God) from the heart;
7   With good will doing service, as to the Master, and not to men:

8   Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of Yahvah, whether he be bond or free.

9   And, you masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with Him.
Service to Our Neighbor
Luke 10:25 And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?

26  He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?

27  And he answering said, Thou shalt love YHVH thy Elohim with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself.

28  And He said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.

29  But he, willing to justify himself, said unto Yahoshua, And who is my neighbour?

30  And Yahoshua answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

31  And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.

32  And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.

33  But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,

34  And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

35  And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.

36  Which now of these three, do you think, was neighbour unto him that fell among the thieves?

37  And he said, he that showed mercy on him. Then said Yahoshua unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

Matthew 25:31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of his glory:

32  And before Him shall be gathered all nations: and He shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth His sheep from the goats:

33  And He shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.

34  Then shall the King say unto them on His right hand, Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

35  For I was hungry, and you gave Me meat [food]: I was thirsty, and you gave Me drink: I was a stranger, and you took Me in:
36  Naked, and you clothed Me: I was sick, and you visited me: I was in prison, and you came unto Me.

37  Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, Master, when saw we Thee hungry, and fed Thee? or thirsty, and gave Thee drink?

38  When saw we Thee a stranger, and took Thee in? or naked, and clothed Thee?

39  Or when saw we Thee sick, or in prison, and came unto Thee?

40  And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, you have done it unto Me.

41  Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from Me, you cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

42  For I was hungry, and you gave Me no meat [food]: I was thirsty, and you gave Me no drink:

43  I was a stranger, and you took Me not in: naked, and you clothed Me not: sick, and in prison, and you visited Me not.
44  Then shall they also answer Him, saying, Master, when saw we Thee hungry, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto Thee?

45  Then shall He answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to Me.

46  And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.

NEGLECTING THE NEEDY (One of the Sins of Sodom)

Ezekiel  16:49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the hand of the poor and needy.

50  And they were haughty, and committed abomination before Me: therefore I took them away as I saw good.
Not all that serve Yahvah, worship from the heart. Many served Yahvah with their lips and with the wrong motive! Paul stated that many minister with different motives!

Philippians 1:15  Some indeed preach Messiah even of envy and strife; and some also of good will:

16  The one preach Messiah of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds:

17  But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defense of the gospel.

18  What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretense, or in truth, Messiah is preached; and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.

FEARING YAHVAH AND SERVING IDOLS AT THE SAME TIME
When Ezra and the Isralites were building the foundation for the Temple at Jerusalem, some men came over (their adversaries) and wanted to help them build and told them they also were worshippers of the same Elohim of Israel. 

Ezra 4:1  Now when the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin heard that the children of the captivity builded the temple unto YHVH the Elohim (God) of Israel;

2    Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief of the fathers, and said unto them, Let us build with you: for we seek your Elohim (God), as you do; and we do sacrifice unto Him since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assur, which brought us up hither.

3    But Zerubbabel, and Jeshua, and the rest of the chief of the fathers of Israel, said unto them, You have nothing to do with us to build an house unto our Elohim; but we ourselves together will build unto YHVH Elohim of Israel, as king Cyrus the king of Persia hath commanded us.

How would you have responded if you were there building with Ezra and heard them make that offer? Wouldn’t that be just great, because you needed some extra help to relieve some of your load and beside all that you could witness to them while you were working!! Ezra knew the intent of the heart of these people and that Israel was commanded not to make any covenant with any of the nations around them so that they wouldn’t cause them or their children to bow down and serve their pagan gods.

II Kings 17:22  For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from them;

23  Until YHVH removed Israel out of His sight, as He had said by all His servants the prophets. So was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto this day.

24  And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel: and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thereof.

25  And so it was at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they feared not YHVH: therefore YHVH sent lions among them, which slew some of them.

26  Wherefore they spake to the king of Assyria, saying, The nations which thou hast removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not the manner of the Elohim of the land: therefore He hath sent lions among them, and, behold, they slay them, because they know not the manner of the Elohim of the land.

27  Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying, Carry thither one of the priests whom you brought from thence; and let them go and dwell there, and let him teach them the manner of the Elohim of the land.

28  Then one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they should fear YHVH.
29  Howbeit every nation made gods of their own, and put them in the houses of the high places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in their cities wherein they dwelt.

30  And the men of Babylon made Succothbenoth, and the men of Cuth made Nergal, and the men of Hamath made Ashima,

31  And the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burnt their children in fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim.

32  So they feared YHVH, and made unto themselves of the lowest of them priests of the high places, which sacrificed for them in the houses of the high places.

33  They feared YHVH, and served their own gods, after the manner of the nations whom they carried away from thence.

34  Unto this day they do after the former manners: they fear not YHVH, neither do they after their statutes, or after their ordinances, or after the law and commandment which YHVH commanded the children of Jacob, whom He named Israel;

35  With whom YHVH had made a covenant, and charged them, saying, You shall not fear other gods, nor bow yourselves to them, nor serve them, nor sacrifice to them:

36  But YHVH, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt with great power and a stretched out arm, Him shall you fear, and Him shall you worship, and to Him shall you do sacrifice.

37  And the statutes, and the ordinances, and the law, and the commandment, which He wrote for you, you shall observe to do for evermore; and you shall not fear other gods.

38  And the covenant that I have made with you, you shall not forget; neither shall you fear other gods.

39  But YHVH your Elohim you shall fear; and He shall deliver you out of the hand of all your enemies.

40  Howbeit they did not hearken, but they did after their former manner.

41  So these nations feared YHVH, and served their graven images, both their children, and their children’s children: as did their fathers, so do they unto this day.

These men of other nations that now inhabited Israel only learned the ways of Yahvah because they were afraid that He might send more lions in to destroy them again. It doesn’t indicate that these people had a change of heart, because it states in verse 32  So they feared YHVH, and made unto themselves of the lowest of them priests, 33 They feared YHVH, and served their own gods,  also in verse 41, So these nations feared YHVH, and served their graven images.

Isaiah 29:13 Wherefore YHVH said, Forasmuch as this people draw near Me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour Me, but have removed their heart far from Me, and their fear toward Me is taught by the precept of men:

Yahoshua used this verse in Isaiah 29:13 to speak of His generation and went in detail to explain how they were doing this! They were teaching for doctrines the commandments of men making the Word of Yahvah of none effect by their tradition. If Yahoshua were here today, I’m sure that He would apply the same verse to the generation of today. The scriptures apply to every generation

Mark 7:5  Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, Why walk not thy disciples according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashen hands?

6    He answered and said unto them, Well hath Isaiah prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me.

7    Howbeit in vain do they worship Me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.

8    For laying aside the commandment of Elohim (God), you hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things you do.

9    And He said unto them, Full well you reject the commandment of Elohim (God), that you may keep your own tradition.

10  For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death:

11  But you say, If a man shall say to his father or mother, It is Corban, that is to say, a gift, by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by me; he shall be free.

12  And you suffer him no more to do ought for his father or his mother;

13  Making the word of Elohim (God) of none effect through your tradition, which you have delivered: and many such like things do you.

Are people today doing the same thing as the Assyrians were doing by fearing Yahvah and serving other gods?  The same thing as the Pharisee’s were doing by fearing Yahvah and serving the doctrines and commandments of men? Fearing Yahvah and not restoring and building relationships? Fearing Yahvah and not helping people in need? Or in other words fearing Yahvah and not repenting from sin?
GUIDELINES FOR SERVING EFFECTIVELY

Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.

14  For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

II Timothy 1:3  I thank Elohim, whom I serve from my forefathers with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remembrance of thee in my prayers night and day;

Acts 20:19 Serving YHVH with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews:

Proverbs 15:33 The fear of YHVH is the instruction of wisdom; and before honour is humility.
Romans 14:17  For the kingdom of Elohim (God) is not meat (food) and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit.

18  For he that in these things serveth Messiah is acceptable to Elohim, and approved of men.

Psalm 100:2  Serve YHVH with gladness: come before His presence with singing

I Corinthains 4:1  Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Messiah, and stewards of the mysteries of Elohim.

2    Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.

CONCLUSION

Jeremiah 29:13 And you shall seek Me, and find Me, when you shall search for Me with all your heart.

14 And I will be found of you, saith YHVH: and I will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith YHVH; and I will bring you again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive.

Matthew  6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. You cannot serve Elohim (God) and mammon.

31 Therefore take no thought [not to worry], saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed?

32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that you have need of all these things.

33 But seek you first the kingdom of Elohim (God), and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.
Yahvah is desiring total commitment with the whole heart of His children to serve Him. He desires to be our Friend and isn’t willing to share that friendship with any idols. All of the instruction He has given for us to follow is for our own good, not for any thing bad. If we can accept His FREE gift of salvation, He is willing to share His entire wealth of the Kingdom with you. You have to make that choice.

Deuteronomy 30: 19  I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:

20 That thou may love YHVH thy Elohim, and that thou may obey His voice, and that thou may cleave unto Him: for He is thy life, and the length of thy days: that thou may dwell in the land which YHVH sware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.

Any comments or questions accepted.
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